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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL, Associate Professor, August 2010 to present
= Assistant Professor, 2007-2010
= Classes: Civil Procedure, Federal Courts, Complex Litigation
= Hall-Hartman Outstanding Professor Award, 2008-2009
= Vanderbilt’s Association of American Law Schools Teacher of the Year, 2009

EDUCATION

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL, J.D., magna cum laude, 2000
= Fay Diploma (for graduating first in the class)
= Sears Prize, 1999 (for highest grades in the second year)
= Harvard Law Review, Articles Committee, 1999-2000; Editor, 1998-1999
= Harvard Journal of Law & Public Policy, Senior Editor, 1999-2000; Editor, 1998-1999
= Research Assistant, David Shapiro, 1999; Steven Shavell, 1999

UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME, B.S., Chemical Engineering, summa cum laude, 1997
= First runner-up to Valedictorian (GPA: 3.97/4.0)
= Steiner Prize, 1997 (for overall achievement in the College of Engineering)
CLERKSHIPS
HON. ANTONIN SCALIA, Supreme Court of the United States, 2001-2002

HON. DIARMUID O’SCANNLAIN, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, 2000-2001

EXPERIENCE

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW, Feb. 2006 to June 2007
John M. Olin Fellow

HON. JOHN CORNYN, United States Senate, July 2005 to Jan. 2006
Special Counsel for Supreme Court Nominations

SIDLEY AUSTIN LLP, Washington, DC, 2002 to 2005
Litigation Associate



ACADEMIC ARTICLES

The Constitutionality of Federal Jurisdiction-Stripping Legislation and the History of State
Judicial Selection and Tenure, 98 VA. L. ReV. (forthcoming 2012)

Twombly and Igbal Reconsidered, 87 NOTRE DAME L. REV. (forthcoming 2012)

An Empirical Study of Class Action Settlements and their Fee Awards, 7 J. EMPIRICAL L. STUD.
811 (2010) (selected for the 2009 Conference on Empirical Legal Studies)

Do Class Action Lawyers Make Too Little?, 158 U. PA. L. REv. 2043 (2010)
Originalism and Summary Judgment, 71 OHIO ST. L.J. 919 (2010)

The End of Objector Blackmail?, 62 VAND. L. REV. 1623 (2009) (selected for the 2009 Stanford-
Yale Junior Faculty Forum)

The Politics of Merit Selection, 74 MISSOURI L. REV. 675 (2009)
Errors, Omissions, and the Tennessee Plan, 39 U. MEMPHIS L. REv. 85 (2008)
Election by Appointment: The Tennessee Plan Reconsidered, 75 TENN. L. REV. 473 (2008)
Can Michigan Universities Use Proxies for Race After the Ban on Racial Preferences?, 13 MICH.
J.RACE & LAW 277 (2007)
BOOK CHAPTERS
Civil Procedure in the Roberts Court in BUSINESS AND THE ROBERTS COURT (Jonathan Adler, ed.,
Oxford University Press, forthcoming 2012)
ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS
Book Preview Roundtable: Accelerating Democracy: Matching Social Governance to

Technological Change, Searle Center on Law, Regulation, and Economic Growth, Northwestern
University School of Law (September 15-16, 2011) (participant)

Is Summary Judgment Unconstitutional? Some Thoughts About Originalism, Stanford Law School
(Mar. 3, 2011)

The Constitutionality of Federal Jurisdiction-Stripping Legislation and the History of State
Judicial Selection and Tenure, Northwestern Law School (Feb. 25, 2011)

The New Politics of lowa Judicial Retention Elections: Examining the 2010 Campaign and Vote,
University of lowa Law School (Feb. 3, 2011) (panelist)

The Constitutionality of Federal Jurisdiction-Stripping Legislation and the History of State
Judicial Selection and Tenure, Washington University Law School (Oct. 1, 2010)



Twombly and Igbal Reconsidered, Symposium on Business Law and Regulation in the Roberts
Court, Case Western Reserve Law School (Sep. 17, 2010)

Do Class Action Lawyers Make Too Little?, Institute for Law & Economic Policy, Providenciales,
Turks & Caicos (Apr. 23, 2010)

Originalism and Summary Judgment, Georgetown Law School (Apr. 5, 2010)

Theorizing Fee Awards in Class Action Litigation, Washington University Law School (Dec. 11,
2009)

An Empirical Study of Class Action Settlements and their Fee Awards, 2009 Conference on
Empirical Legal Studies, University of Southern California Law School (Nov. 20, 2009)

Originalism and Summary Judgment, Symposium on Originalism and the Jury, Ohio State Law
School (Nov. 17, 2009)

An Empirical Study of Class Action Settlements and their Fee Awards, 2009 Meeting of the
Midwestern Law and Economics Association, University of Notre Dame Law School (Oct. 10,
2009)

The End of Objector Blackmail?, Stanford-Yale Junior Faculty Forum, Stanford Law School (May
29, 2009)

An Empirical Study of Class Action Settlements and their Fee Awards, University of Minnesota
School of Law (Mar. 12, 2009)

The Politics of Merit Selection, Symposium on State Judicial Selection and Retention Systems,
University of Missouri Law School (Feb. 27, 2009)

The End of Objector Blackmail?, Searle Center Research Symposium on the Empirical Studies of
Civil Liability, Northwestern University School of Law (Oct. 9, 2008)

Alternatives To Affirmative Action After The Michigan Civil Rights Initiative, University of
Michigan School of Law (Apr. 3, 2007) (panelist)

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

How Does Your State Select Its Judges?, INSIDE ALEC 9 (March 2011)

On the Merits of Merit Selection, THE ADVOCATE 67 (Winter 2010)

Supreme Court Case Could End Class Action Suits, SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE (Nov. 7, 2010)
Kagan is an Intellect Capable of Serving Court, THE TENNESSEAN (Jun. 13, 2010)

Confirmation ““Kabuki’” Does No Justice, PoLITico (July 20, 2009)



Selection by Governor may be Best Judicial Option, THE TENNESSEAN (Apr. 27, 2009)

Verdict on Tennessee Plan May Require a Jury, THE MEMPHIS COMMERCIAL APPEAL (Apr. 16,
2008)

Tennessee’s Plan to Appoint Judges Takes Power Away from the Public, THE TENNESSEAN (Mar.
14, 2008)

Process of Picking Judges Broken, CHATTANOOGA TIMES FREE PRESS (Feb. 27, 2008)

Disorder in the Court, Los ANGELES TIMES (Jul. 11, 2007)
Scalia’s Mistake, NATIONAL LAW JOURNAL (Apr. 24, 2006)

GM Backs Its Bottom Line, DETROIT FREE PRESS (Mar. 19, 2003)
Good for GM, Bad for Racial Fairness, Los ANGELES TIMES (Mar. 18, 2003)

10 Percent Fraud, WASHINGTON TIMES (Nov. 15, 2002)

OTHER PRESENTATIONS

Reexamining the Class Action Practice, ABA National Institute on Class Actions, New York, NY
(October 14, 2011)

Judicial Selection in Kansas, Committee on the Judiciary, Kansas House of Representatives
(February 16, 2011)

Judicial Selection and the Tennessee Constitution, Civil Practice and Procedure Subcommittee,
Tennessee House of Representatives (Mar. 24, 2009)

What Would Happen if the Judicial Selection and Evaluation Commissions Sunset?, Civil Practice
and Procedure Subcommittee, Tennessee House of Representatives (Feb. 24, 2009)

Judicial Selection in Tennessee, Chattanooga Bar Association, Chattanooga, TN (Feb. 27, 2008)
(panelist)

Ethical Implications of Tennessee’s Judicial Selection Process, Tennessee Bar Association,
Nashville, TN (Dec. 12, 2007)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
Tennessee Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights; Board of Directors,

Nashville Ballet; Board of Directors, Tennessee Stonewall Bar Association; Nashville Talking
Library for the Blind



