
FINDING AN APARTMENT 
Moving to a new city can be challenging, but the Obiter Dictum is here to help! Whether you have a family, would 
like to live alone, or plan to live with roommates, you can find a place to suit your needs in Nashville’s diverse 
rental market. In this section, you’ll find information on apartment complexes where Vandy Law students live or 
have lived in the past. Our goal is to provide you an inside perspective from law students who’ve been there. So, of 
course, this is not an all-inclusive list of available apartments. 
 
Websites such as http://www.apartments.com, http://www.rent.com, http://www.apartment-finder.com , and 
http://www. craigslist.org may also be useful resources in your search. We’ve included a list of questions to consider 
while discussing rental options. 
 
Remember, Vandy offers a roommate directory, and many 1Ls meet their future roommates through this service and 
the Class Facebook group. Often, 2Ls and 3Ls will also post in the group about living opportunities, or you can ask 
them your questions directly! 
 

 
It is helpful if you can travel to Nashville to find your apartment over the summer, but realistically, not all students 
can make the trip before school begins. If you are unable to visit, don’t worry - many students have chosen their 
apartments via the Obiter Dictum and online with no regrets. The apartments listed below are grouped by 1) their 
distance from the Law School, and 2) neighborhood. The walking and driving distances are rough estimates 
provided by students. If you need additional guidance, contact the Admissions Office, VLS Ambassadors, a Vandy 
Law student you know, or other incoming students for additional help via the Facebook group. 

 
Watch out for the VANDY FAVES - these are popular, comfortable complexes that VLS students 
love and plan to keep living in. 

 
 

AREAS OF NASHVILLE 
Bellevue (BV) 
To live in Bellevue, you trade convenience for great value. Your dollar will buy you much more space and comfort 
out here, but it will come at the price of living at least 20 minutes from school (more during heavier traffic, i.e. when 
you drive to class). Those who enjoy going out with other law school students find the commute annoying and 
restrictive; a cab ride will be pretty expensive. Pools, tennis courts, washer/dryer in your apartment, and more are 
possible, however, but you'll have to drive. 
 
Downtown (DT) 
Downtown Nashville is a place you will either love or hate. Touristy bars, honky tonks, clubs, cabs, and general 
bustle grace the streets. The area is one of the more expensive in which to live, perhaps a bit pricier than the Vandy 

Helpful Hints When Talking to Management 
1. When landlords quote transit time to Vanderbilt, it doesn’t necessarily reflect travel time to the Law 

School. The 
 Medical School and undergraduate dorms are scattered throughout campus, so the transit time or 
distance quoted can be misleading.  

2. Ask about the age of the building and how recently it has been renovated.  
3. Inquire about parking (including garages, covered spaces, or on the street), and whether there are extra 

fees for multiple spaces.  
4. Consider pet fees, both initial and monthly.  
5. Ask if an apartment complex allows subletting (which can be helpful during the summer).  
 



neighborhood. For the extra money, however, you get the benefit of living in a place completely different from the 
law school environment (which can work subtle, psychological magic on stress), but not so far away as to be 
inconvenient. If you’re coming from a big city, it might be an easier transition.  Plus, you have a shorter stumble 
home from many Bar Review locations (not to mention Lonnie’s), which can save you time and money on cabs. It 
should be said that, like any city’s center, some areas are better than others in terms of safety and aesthetics. 
Downtown might be said to include East Nashville, some parts of which are trendy and up-and-coming, and other 
parts of which are down-and-out. Be sure to research extensively before committing to anything down here. 
 
 
Green Hills (GH) 
Green Hills is a little further out, anywhere from a 10-20 minute commute. The area has lots of restaurants, a 
popular mall, and a movie theater. A few students also rent houses in this area and it’s popular among young 
professionals. Housing in this area can generally be more expensive, but renting a house or condo with several other 
students is a great option. 
 
Hillsboro Village (HV) 
Conveniently located near Vanderbilt, the average commute from this area is an 8-12 minute drive. There are many 
opportunities to buy or rent condos, and the location is great for walking to nearby restaurants, coffee shops, Harris 
Teeter grocery, and specialty shops. Housing rates are average compared to the great location and variety of living 
options, and you can even rent houses in the area! 
 
 

West End / Charlotte Pike (WE) 
This area is located slightly west of campus. If you are looking to rent a house or an apartment, this is a fantastic 
option - it’s safe, convenient, and less expensive than the areas immediately surrounding campus. It’s also unlikely 
that you’ll wind up living next door to a house or apartment full of party-oriented undergrads (although that might 
not always be a bad thing.) There’s a Target and lots of restaurants on Charlotte Pike, and it’s a luxury to be in close 
proximity to a Kroger. 
This whole area is a VANDY FAVE! 
 

Vandy/Music Row (VA) 
Most housing in this area is within walking distance from the law school and is occupied by Vandy graduate 
students. You’ll pay more for the location, but it’s great for students who prefer to walk to class instead of braving 
the traffic. There are lots of restaurants and shops nearby, and Harris Teeter grocery is a few blocks away (though a 
bit of a walk when you’re hauling grocery bags). 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Editors Note: While not every 1L filled out a survey detailing their 
living situation, a large enough sample of the class did so to 

provide a fairly good indication of the popular locations to live. 
Happy hunting! 

 



APARTMENTS BY DISTANCE FROM VANDY 
 
Walking Distance 

VANDY/MUSIC ROW  
(VA) 

 
Barbizon Apartments   2006 Broadway     (615) 
320-5600 
Distance from VLS: 2-3 min. walk 
 Studio 1 Bedroom 

Bathrooms 1 2 
Price Unfurnished: $925-950/month 

Furnished: $1010/month 
Unfurnished: $1030-1070/month 

Furnished: $1200/month 
Sq. Footage 388 499 
Deposit/Fees $250 security deposit; $250 administrative fee 

Amenities For furnished units: bed, dresser, two bedside tables, leather sofa in one bedroom 
units, kitchen table set, silverware, dishes, coffeemaker, microwave.  
All units: dishwasher, fridge, wall unit for heating and air-conditioning, pool, 
exercise facility, (washer and dryer coin laundry in basement - $1.25) 
Parking permits: $15 monthly 

Terms of the Lease 12 month leases; month-to-month rental available for additional cost 
Pets Not allowed. 

Notes and Quotes 
1L Residents (11-12): 3 
Location, location, location! The distance to VLS is so convenient. For anyone who doesn't want to buy a parking 
permit for Vandy, Barbizon is the place to be. You can make it to class in less than 5 minutes. 
1Ls Say: 
• “Barbizon is right off Broadway, which is extremely busy. The neighborhood is great if one likes bars and lots of 

fast food places. However, staple stores like Target are little further out...” 
• “It’s nice to come home in between classes and take a nap!”  
 
Twenty & Grand   2000 Grand Avenue      (615) 

327-1377  
http://www.twenty-grand.com/ 
Distance from VLS: 2-3 min. walk 

 1 Bedroom 2 Bedrooms 2 Bedrooms 
Bathrooms 1 1 2 

Price $1215-1480 $1580-1750 $1735-2100 
Sq. Footage 650-750 900 950-1150 
Deposit/Fees $75 application fee; $700 deposit ($350 refundable) 

Amenities All units have washer and dryer, dishwasher, garbage disposal, and icemaker. 
Small workout room. Utilities not included – water billed at a fixed rate (from 
$35-48, depending on unit). One parking space included in rent, additional spots 
are $75/month 

Terms of the Lease 12 month leases 
Pets $350 non-refundable fee/pet (up to 35 lbs); no monthly fee 

Notes and Quotes 



1L Residents (11-12): 11 
Right across from the school, it’s a great location and hotel-like - but a bit noisy from trucks and construction 
nearby. 
1Ls Say: 

• “I would recommend 20 & Grand for 1Ls. It’s expensive but worth it. The management is friendly and 
responsive.” 

• “If you want to be able to roll out of bed and be in class in five minutes, this is the place to live...” 
• "Great place to live. It’s a 3.5 minute walk from the law school, so you don’t have to wake up at ungodly 

hours of the morning to find parking spots at school. It’s also great because you can go home when you 
have awkward 2-3 hour breaks between classes. You’re definitely paying a premium for the location, but I 
find the Grand very nice and comfortable, the manager extremely helpful, and the maintenance awesome." 

• You can’t be the location, but I would not recommend it to light sleepers. It’s close to Vanderbilt Hospital 
so there are ambulances all through the night. They never woke me up, but I’ve had guests complain about 
it.” 

 
 
Americana Apartments    1906 Chet Atkins Pl.     (615) 
327-1532 
http://www.americanaapartments.com 
Distance from VLS: 4-6 min. walk 
 1 Bedroom 2 Bedroom 

Bathrooms 1 1 
Price Unfurnished: $775/month 

Furnished: $875/month 
Unfurnished: $945/month 
Furnished: $1090/month 

Sq. Footage 630 725 
Deposit/Fees $500 ($450 refundable) 

Amenities Laundry facility on premises; rooftop pool; water included in rent; one parking 
space. 

Terms of the Lease 12 month leases; (inquire April – June)  
Pets Pets under 35 lbs allowed for a $450 one-time fee; no monthly fee 

Notes and Quotes 
1L Residents (11-12): 7 
The ’Cana, as it’s affectionately known, is close to the law school and also near Demonbreun, where lots of students 
hang-out on the weekends. The building also has a roof-top pool, which is great for reading in the sun and pre-
gaming on the weekends. BUT, if aesthetics are big with you, you might want to look elsewhere. The ’Cana sports 
dorm-like cinderblock walls, and the building and appliances are older. 
1Ls Say: 

• “So. Freaking. Awesome. Conveniently close, not insanely expensive and very nice on the inside. Plus it’s 
a nuclear fallout shelter. Never hurts to be prepared.” 

• “I can walk to bars, walk to class, and a lot of cool law students live here. We even had an America-themed 
party in the fall. The roof is perfect for drinking games too.” 

• “Cannot beat the value. Plus I already show up 3 minutes late for morning classes. Any farther away and 
I’d be in trouble...” 

• “Can’t beat the rent at Americana. Plus the extra sleep and avoiding traffic is priceless!” 
 
 
The Lee Apartments 2108 Hayes Street (615) 
292-7466                                                                     
http://www.blackstonelee.com/ 
Distance from VLS: 4-7 min. walk 

 Studio 1 Bedrooms 2 Bedrooms 



Notes and Quotes 
1L Residents (11-12): 3 
This historic West End property is just a 4-7 minute walk from the law school. Residents say they  
feel safe in this “charming” building, though charming also means old (pipe noises, creaky sounds, etc.). Parking is 
convenient, but management is poor. Great location, though. 
1Ls Say: 

• It can be noisy because it is located right next to the hospital (ambulances at ALL hours). However, if you 
can handle the noise, it’s not bad. The apartments are fairly spacious, the rent is pretty low, and 
management is responsive. 

 
 

  
 Bristol on Broadway  1803 Broadway     (615) 
340-9960        

Distance from VLS: 5-7 min. walk 
 
 1 Bedroom 2 Bedroom 

Bathrooms Studio/1 1-2 
Price $1050-1600 $1300-1700 

Sq. Footage Varies 
Deposit/Fees N/A 

Amenities Clubhouse, 24-hour fitness center, covered parking, private courtyard for 
resident use w/outdoor fireplace, roof-top garden overlooking the city 

Terms of the Lease Condos for lease by individual owners, rental term varies 
Pets Varies 

Notes and Quotes 
1L Residents (11-12): 5 
The Bristol on Broadway is close to campus and offers very luxurious spaces if you can afford it. This is a 
condominium building, so to find a spot to lease, you’ll need to check classifieds, websites such as craigslist.org, or 
contact the manager, who has a list of owners who are looking for renters. 
1Ls Say: 

• “Although management tends to be pretty strict about the rules, you can’t beat the location both for walking 
to school and nearby restaurants and bars, and the security features make you feel safe at all hours.” 

• “A little pricey but super close to everything. It has a surprisingly nice gym, assigned covered parking and 
is very dog friendly.” 

• “Awesome place to live, but I miss having a pool” 
• “It’s within walking distance, feels safe and residents are mostly grad students and young professionals. 

Management could be a little friendlier but that’s not a make-or-break for me” 
 

 
Bristol West End    3000 Vanderbilt Place    (615) 
321-0009  
Distance from VLS: 12-15 min. walk 

Bathrooms 1 1 1 
Price $909-1009 $1029-1259 $1460-1650 

Sq. Footage 550-600 850-900 1100-1200 
Deposit/Fees $50 application fee; $200 deposit; $200 administration fee (waivable) 

Amenities Access to exercise facility at Blackstone; on-site laundry facilities; utilities included  

Terms of the Lease 6 or 12 months (6 month leases are $50 extra/month) 
Pets $300 one-time fee/pet; 2 pet maximum 



 1 Bedroom 2 Bedrooms 3 Bedrooms 
Bathrooms 1 2 2 

Price $1300-1600 $1500-1700 $1700-2000 
Sq. Footage Varies Varies Varies 
Deposit/Fees N/A 

Amenities Balcony, granite countertops, hardwood on upper floors, stainless steel 
appliances, pool and lounge, fitness center, clubhouse, covered parking spots per 
tenant 

Terms of the Lease Varies upon owner. 
Pets Varies upon owner. 

Notes and Quotes 
1L Residents (11-12): 5 
This Bristol, like the Broadway location, is near school, luxurious, and condominium style. This building is located 
steps from the Vandy Stadium so it is a great location for tailgating. The on-location pool and luxury coffee 
machines are also quite attractive features. 
1Ls say: 

• “It's the perfect distance from school - you can both walk and drive! The building is new and affordable if 
you can find roommates!” 

• “It’s close to the Vandy stadium, Starbucks, Panera, Apple Market, West End Discount Liquors, and a lot 
of other restaurants. It’s safe, and a few blocks off West End, so it’s quiet.” 

• “If you want to be a baller, live at the Bristol West End” 
 

 
Wesley Place     2001 Scarritt Place    (615) 
320-5600 http://www.vandyapartments.com/Wesley-Place.html 
Distance from VLS: 5-8 min. walk 

 1 Bedroom 2 Bedrooms 3 Bedrooms 
Bathrooms 1 2 2 

Price $1080 $1855-2010 $2575-2780 
Sq. Footage 596 1144-1218 1445-1581 
Deposit/Fees $50 application fee; 2 options for security deposit ($700 refundable or $131.25 

nonrefundable); $300 administration fee 
Amenities Washer/dryer hookups but no laundry facility; vaulted ceilings; access to fitness 

center and pool at nearby Village at Vanderbilt; private balcony; covered parking 
space included in rent; controlled access to parking garage 

Terms of the Lease 12 month leases 
Pets No pets allowed  

Notes and Quotes 
1L Residents (11-12): 1 
This complex is one block from the law school, atop the Scarritt Place parking garage. It sits above Bruegger’s Deli 
and CVS, which is great since you access them without leaving the building. The views of the city are great, but it’s 
pricey. Wesley Place tends to house large numbers of undergrads and can be loud. 
 
 
Village at Vanderbilt   403 Village at Vanderbilt Place   (615) 
320-5600 
http://www.vandyapartments.com/Village-at-Vanderbilt.html 
Distance from VLS: 8-10 min. walk 

 1 Bedroom 2 Bedrooms 3 Bedrooms 
Bathrooms 1 2 2 



Price $1195-1250 $1760-2000 $2370 
Sq. Footage  620-690 1100-1204 1356 
Deposit/Fees $50 application fee; 2 options for security deposit ($700 half refundable or 

$87.50 nonrefundable); $300 administration fee  
Amenities Washer/dryer hookups in all units; laundry facilities on-site; fitness center; pool; 

dishwasher; balcony or patio with storage; 24-hour maintenance service; reserved 
parking  

Terms of the Lease 12 month leases 
Pets $500 one-time fee per pet; no monthly fee 

Notes and Quotes 
1L Residents (11-12): 3 
This complex is about a 10-min. walk to school, though students often drive since it’s only 2 minutes from the 
garage. It’s a hotspot for undergrads – so beware! 

 
 

GREEN HILLS  
(GH) 

 
Royal Arms     2011 Richard Jones Road   (615) 
297-8281 
Distance from VLS: 10-15 min. drive 

 1 Bedroom 2 Bedrooms 3 Bedrooms 
Bathrooms 1 1-2 2 

Price $750 $870-1250 $1300-1340 
Sq. Footage 663-782 903-1313 1370-1435 
Deposit/Fees $150 security deposit $200 security deposit $300 security deposit 

Amenities Washer/dryer hook-ups in 3 BR; private patios; walk-in closets; two swimming 
pools  

Terms of the Lease 6, 9, or 12 month leases  
Pets $300 flat fee (half refundable) up to 60 lbs; $10 monthly pet fee 

Notes and Quotes 
1L Residents (11-12): 0 
The complex features a clubhouse, two swimming pools, and is within walking distance of Green 
Hills Mall. Traffic can be rough on the weekends because of the mall. 
 

WEST END/CHARLOTTE PIKE  
(WE) 

The Metropolitan    101 Brixworth Lane      (615) 
385-4408 
http://www.themetropolitanapartments.com/ 
Distance from VLS: 5-8 min. drive 
 1 Bedroom 2 Bedrooms 

Bathrooms 1 2 
Price $1019-1245 $1629-1750 

Sq. Footage 500-700 1000 
Deposit/Fees $50 application fee; $200 security deposit; $200 administrative fee 



Amenities Washer/dryer hookups; laundry facilities; walk-in closets; pool with poolside wi-
fi; covered parking available for a $30 monthly fee; 24-7 gym 

Terms of the Lease 6, 9, 12 and 14 month leases 
Pets One time fee of $500 (up to 80 lbs); 2 pet max; breed restrictions 

Notes and Quotes 
1L Residents (11-12): 3 
Formerly Brixworth, the Metropolitan was recently renovated, but the least expensive one-bedroom is  
very small and the traffic on West End around the area can be terrible. Vanderbilt Law students are on their 
preferred list (waives fees upfront). 
1Ls Say: 

• “It's expensive, and traffic on west end can be terrible. The location is good.” 
• “Only 3 miles away (9 min from campus). The apartments were renovated last year - supper nice kitchens 

with stainless steel appliances, granite-like counters, and wood floors. Bathrooms are granite countertops 
too. HUUGGGEEEE walk in closets (at least in our 2 bedroom unit), so girls especialy will like that. 
Walking distance (1/10 mile) to Publix, Walgreens, Moe's and Starbucks). The management is super 
friendly and helpful” 

• “Really close to Target and 3 grocery stores. Great location! The apartments are also all refurbished 
inside.” 

 
 
 
Westmont Apartments    111 Acklen Park Drive    (615) 
385-9351  
http://www.mywestmontapthome.com 
Distance from VLS: 6-8 min. drive 
 1 Bedroom 2 Bedrooms 

Bathrooms 1 1-2 
Price $914 gas fee $1103 gas fee 

Sq. Footage 700 1000-1050 
Deposit/Fees $50 application fee;  $100 administrative fee 

Amenities Rent includes flat monthly gas fee; laundry facilities; swimming pool; water and 
trash included in rent; general parking  

Terms of the Lease 8-18 month lease 
Pets One time fee of $300; no weight restrictions; breed restriction 

Notes and Quotes 
1L Residents (11-12): 2 
This complex is not much to look at, but a great location for a low rent. 
1Ls Say: 

• “It's safe and quiet with responsive maintenance, but a little old. The apartments are huge for the price. You 
can get from the parking lot of the Westmont to the parking lot of VULS in 4 minutes flat.” 

• “The Westmont is relatively close to the law school (about a 20 minute walk), and it is a great value. It’s an 
older building, but still in good shape, and it’s a lot of space for the money.” 

•  “I love it here, management is great and they always respond quickly if I ever have a problem…plus the 
pool is really big and nice. I’ve never had a problem with neighbors being loud. It’s also like a 3 minute 
drive from the law school.” 

 
 
 
The Fairmont     107 Acklen Park Drive     (615) 



292-7466 
Distance from VLS: 6-8 min. drive  

 Studio 1 Bedroom 2 Bedrooms 
Bathrooms 1 1 1 

Price $909-1000 $1000-1029 $1029-1039 
Sq. Footage  400-550 580-600 850-1100 
Deposit/Fees $50 application fee; $200 deposit; $200 administrative fee (waivable) 

Amenities Access to exercise and laundry facilities at Blackstone (next door); flat fee for gas 
and water $30-50; open lot parking  

Terms of the Lease 6 or 12 month leases (6 month leases are $50 extra/month) 
Pets $300 one-time fee/pet, 2 pet maximum 

Notes and Quotes 
1L Residents (11-12): 0 
Quiet and off-campus with fewer law school students around. Aesthetically pleasing – hardwood floors, high 
ceilings, and crown molding. Management is friendly, but slow with maintenance issues. Parking is a problem 
sometimes.  

 
 
The Grove at Richland    444 Elmington Avenue   (615) 
297-8587 

http://www.ntsdevelopment.com/grove_richland 
Distance from VLS: 7-10 min. drive 

 1 Bedroom 2 Bedrooms 3 Bedrooms 
Bathrooms 1 1-2 2 

Price $1250-1300 $1425-1750 $1950-200 
Sq. Footage  744-879 919-1175 1390 
Deposit/Fees $70 application fee per applicant and $60 co-signer fee; $150-200 security 

deposit; $350-550 administration fee 
Amenities Washer/dryer in some units and laundry facilities on-site; fitness center; covered 

parking for $125 but open lot parking included in rent; pool; gated complex  

Terms of the Lease 6, 9, 12 month leases 
Pets $500 for one dog; $750 for two dogs; $350 for one cat; $500 for two cats (60 lb 

max and breed restrictions apply) 
Notes and Quotes 

1L Residents (11-12): 9 
A lot of other Vanderbilt students and even a few professors live in this gated community. They’re close to school, 
but far enough away that you don’t feel like you’re living in the library. Plus, you’re just a few minutes from grocery 
stores. If you like to run or enjoy the outdoors, it’s a great neighborhood to run through. There’s even a park just up 
the street. Overall, it’s a nice place to live where you’ll have a safe, fun, clean environment with lots of amenities to 
enjoy for the few minutes a day you aren’t studying. Additionally, there is a business center in addition to the pool 
and fitness center. Richland is a little bit newer. 
1Ls Say: 

• “It is just a few minute drive from the Law school which has plenty of parking. I even ride my bike there on 
occasion. It is also more of a quiet place. Can always get a cab to and back from places of entertainment.” 

• “Close to school but far enough that I don't have to stare at the school every time I walk out my front door 
(thank god). Also close to the mall, grocery store, the highway, basically everything. “ 

• “Best part is that since so many 1L's wind up living there it's a really good, easy way to make friends from 
the get-go and it's convenient being so close to everybody all year long for pregame/carpool/generally 
hanging out purposes. Also, 4 pools.” 

• “It is a good deal and not too far from school. My only complaint is that gates are annoying…” 



• “The gym isn't the best, but it's on-site and free” 
 
 

The Grove at Whitworth   420 Elmington Avenue    (615) 
269-5500 

Distance from VLS: 7-10 min. drive 
 1 Bedroom 2 Bedrooms 3 Bedrooms 

Bathrooms 1 1-2 2-2.5 
Price $1100-1300 $1400-1700 $1900-2075 

Sq. Footage  683-833 939-1133 1391-1540 
Deposit/Fees $70 application fee per applicant and $60 co-signer fee; $150-200 security 

deposit; $350-550 administration fee 
Amenities Washer/dryer in some units and laundry facilities on premises; controlled access 

gates; pool; fitness center; fireplaces in some units; paid covered parking but 
open lot parking included in rent  

Terms of the Lease 6, 9, 12 month leases 
Pets $500 for one dog; $750 for two dogs; $350 for one cat; $500 for two cats (60 lb 

max and breed restrictions apply) 
Notes and Quotes 

1L Residents (11-12): 14 
Many students live here and are planning to stay. Current and past residents have said they like living in a place 
where many other law students live. This location is very close to West End shopping and restaurants. It also has a 
fully-equipped fitness center and covered parking for a fee. Some units even have woodburning fireplaces. Current 
residents noted the complex is particularly strict about noise violations - which may or may not be desirable. 
1Ls Say: 

• “The Grove is a great place to live, especially for 1Ls. Almost everyone there is attending Vanderbilt at 
some graduate school. It's also a great place to meet new 1Ls before school starts, and it's always easy to 
share a cab.” 

• I would definitely recommend living at the Grove. I chose the complex for its security, amenities, and 
proximity to school. It is a short drive away from the law school but, I knew I would need a car in 
Nashville anyway so was happy to be a little further from the law school in the midst of greenery and in a 
lovely neighborhood.  

• The space is pretty decently sized, and they've been updating as of last year with new paint, new appliances 
in some apartments, and custom blinds, etc. 

 
 
Hillcrest Manor     112 Acklen Park Drive    (615) 
383-6662 
Distance from VLS: 8-12 min. drive 
 1 Bedroom 2 Bedrooms 

Bathrooms 1 2 
Price $750 $950 

Sq. Footage 725 1050 
Deposit/Fees $500 deposit 

Amenities Laundry facilities on-site  
Terms of the Lease 12 month leases 

Pets Not allowed 
Notes and Quotes 

1L Residents (11-12): 0 
The complex is older and utilities are high in the winter because of poor insulation. 



 

10-20 Minute Drive 
BELLEVUE 

(BV) 
 
Colonial Grand at Bellevue    2828 Old Hickory Blvd    (615) 
662-9633 
http://www.colonialprop.com 
Distance from VLS: 20 min. drive 

 1 Bedroom 2 Bedrooms 3 Bedrooms 
Bathrooms 1 1-2 2 

Price $750-980 $830-1080 $1255-1520 
Sq. Footage  708-896 1018-1108 1239-1329 
Deposit/Fees $50 application fee; deposit waived for Vandy students; $250 administration fee 

Amenities Gated complex; washer/dryer in all units; wood burning fireplace; Two pools; 24-
hour fitness center; lighted tennis courts; on-site laundry center; on-site car care 
center  

Terms of the Lease 6-18 month leases, specials differ depending on length of lease  
Pets $350 fee ($550 for two pets) + $10/month per pet (up to 75 lbs); 2 pet maximum 

Notes and Quotes 
1L Residents (11-12): 1 
The Colonial Grand frequently runs specials on rent. Call 60 days before the start of your lease to find out about the 
most recent special. The complex sits on 55 acres of land with grills and picnic tables all around. In the past, 
students have praised management and maintenance of the property. 
1Ls Say: 

• I would absolutely recommend Colonial Grand. The rent is reasonable (and they offer a discount for Vandy 
students) and the leasing and maintenance staff are quick to respond if something is wrong, and do a really 
good job running and maintaining the complex. Being 3 minutes away from the Warner parks is another 
nice bonus. It is a bit of a drive to the law school (25-35 minutes, depending on traffic and how long it 
takes to park), but in my opinion it's worth it to not be living in the middle of the city. The one caveat is 
that a railroad track runs near the complex, so you can often hear trains going by. The noise isn't loud 
enough to be disturbing or distracting, though. 

 
 
Crossings at Bellevue     1 Club Parkway   (615) 
646-0099 
http://www.crossingsofbellevueapts.com 
Distance from VLS: 20-22 min. drive 
 1 Bedroom 2 Bedrooms 

Bathrooms 1 1-2 
Price $749-829 $839-999 

Sq. Footage 672-777 964-1008 
Deposit/Fees $40 application fee; $99 deposit; $50 administration fee 

Amenities Washer/dryer connections available; pool and sauna; two fitness centers with 
personal trainer; tennis courts; racquetball court; volleyball courts; on-site car 
care center   

Terms of the Lease 10, 12, 15 month leases 



Pets $300 deposit and $20/month per pet  
Notes and Quotes 

1L Residents (11-12): 0 
Student residents describe the apartments as spacious and comfortable. The Crossings’ website allows residents to 
conveniently make maintenance and concierge requests online. They may be offering a 2% discount on monthly rent 
to Vandy students or another special, so be sure to ask about any possible Vandy student discounts. The property is 
located off of highway 70 in a scenic area with trees and grass. Selected apartments may have a sunroom instead of 
a balcony. Apartments tend to cost more if they have hardwood floors and ceramic tiles. 
 
Grande View      7100 Sonya Drive    (855) 
702-5085 
http://www.grandeviewapts.com 
Distance from VLS: 15-20 min. drive 

 1 Bedroom 2 Bedrooms 3 Bedrooms 
Bathrooms 1 1-2 2 

Price $940-1380 $980-1720 $1335-1875 
Sq. Footage 823 1139-1237 1428 
Deposit/Fees $50 application fee; $150-175 deposit; $150-175 processing fee 

Amenities Gated complex; washer/dryer in all units; 2 pool; tennis court; fitness center with 
personal trainer; car care center; jetted tubs and fireplace in select units; tanning 
beds ; 2 playgrounds; private garages  

Terms of the Lease 6-12 month leases, extra for leases less than 12 months  
Pets $400-500 fee; 2 pet maximum 

Notes and Quotes 
1L Residents (11-12): 2 
Offers a 3% discount on monthly rent to Vandy Students. This complex has large floor plans and great amenities. 
There is a huge jetted tub in the 1 and 2 BR apartments that will make your friends envious. All the major stores are 
within a five-minute drive, including Wal-Mart, Target, and Best Buy. 
1Ls Say: 
• “It is affordable, beautiful, and they take good care of us. It’s just a little annoying to deal with morning traffic on 
the freeway if you end up with an 8am class.” 
• “It usually takes 15-20 minutes to get to school, but a lot of space and amenities (fireplace, jetted tub, tennis courts, 
nice gym) make Grande View worth the drive” 
• “Grande View Apartments are very nice and quiet. Although it is a bit of a drive, I get a lot more space for the 
money as compared to closer to school. Also, washers and dryers are included and some units have Jacuzzi tubs, 
which is great after a long day of studying! The staff is great and maintenance is very prompt, but I rarely have any 
issues. The apartments are quite new. Also, they give discounts to people from Vandy, so don’t forget to ask!” 
 
 
The Lexington     510 Old Hickory Blvd    (615) 
352-5700 
http://www.thelexington-apartments.com 
Distance from VLS: 15-20 min. drive 

 1 Bedroom 2 Bedrooms 3 Bedrooms 
Bathrooms 1 2-2.5 2 

Price $859-941 $1063-1274 $1250 
Sq. Footage 656-803 977-1324 1324 
Deposit/Fees $50-100 deposit; $200 administration fee  



Amenities Washer/dryer hook-ups; 3 outdoor pools; 1 indoor pool; 2 fitness centers; tennis 
court; sand volleyball court; laundry facility on-site; car care center on-site; gas 
fireplaces in all units; attached garages in select units; wireless internet for small 
additional fee; tanning beds; cyber cafe  

Terms of the Lease 3, 6, 9, or 12 month leases  
Pets $250 deposit for 1, $350 for 2; $10 pet fee per month 

Notes and Quotes 
1L Residents (10-11): 0 
The apartments are very new, and the grounds are beautiful and incredibly well-kept. The Lexington offers a variety 
of floor plans, most of which feature a great view and a large balcony or porch. The Lexington also offers wireless 
internet access, but the signal strength is only strong enough to support a connection in a handful of buildings. The 
Lexington waives application fees for Vandy students. 
1L’s Say: 
• "What you will pay here for a 1 bedroom with all the bells and whistles, is what your friends will be paying for 
their HALF of rent at the Cumberland or someplace closer in town. Worth the drive for the drop in price!” 
• “The complex offers free valet trash and literally all I do is drop a bag outside before going to class. The apartment 
has both gas and electric and a great fireplace. I am on the top floor so I have a great view of the mountains and I 
LOVE the fact that I can’t see Vandy from my patio. If you ask for a renovated unit you get an apartment with: 
brand new appliances, all new carpet, dark cherry kitchen cabinets, a modern open concept living room, large 
balcony and a bathroom with enough counter space for makeup AND hair products...” 
 
Richland Creek     5400 Burgess Avenue   (615) 
352-8900 
Distance from VLS: 15-20 min. drive 

 1 Bedroom 
Bathrooms 1 

Price $620-645 
Sq. Footage 680 
Deposit/Fees $40 application fee; $250 security deposit 

Amenities Washer/dryers included in all units; pool; controlled access gates; walk-in closets; 
2 minute drive to Target/Kroger 

Terms of the Lease 12 month leases 
Pets $200 deposit; $200 fee (up to 30 lbs); no monthly fee 

Notes and Quotes 
1L Residents (11-12): 1 
This complex is located off of White Bridge Road, which makes shopping convenient. The area has a Target, several 
restaurants, grocery stores, and trendy shops.  
1Ls Say: 

• It was a good value with a convenient location. I recommend it 
 

 
 
Cumberland Retreat     411 Annex Avenue   (615) 
356-0257 
Distance from VLS: 20-25 min. drive 
 1 Bedroom 2 Bedrooms 

Bathrooms 1 1 
Price $600-610 $660-725 

Sq. Footage 675 1008 



Deposit/Fees $40 application fee; $400 deposit 
Amenities Laundry facilities on-site; pool; walk-in closets; water included in rent  

Terms of the Lease 12 month leases 
Pets $400 fee plus $10 monthly fee (up to 25 lbs or 24 in.); 2 pet maximum  

Notes and Quotes 
1L Residents (11-12): 0 
The complex is located along the Cumberland River. Apartments on the first floor have washer/dryer hookups and 
apartments on the second floor have skylights and vaulted ceilings. 

 

 
 

SUBURBAN LIVING 
 

Franklin 
HIGH POINTS: Making the Top Ten destination list on TripAdvisor.com, Franklin is truly one of 
Nashville’s nicest suburbs. Cool Springs, the largest mall in Middle Tennessee, is located here, but the 
town keeps a small town charm. Scenic Franklin is known for its historic downtown and antique shops. 
LOW POINTS: Like the other suburban areas, the commute to the Law School can be frustrating during 
rush hour or bad weather. 
 
           BEST ROUTE TO SCHOOL: Take I-65 N to 1-40 W. Exit at Demonbreun Street 
Alara Brook 100 Gillespie Drive 615-771-5600 
Alara Cool Springs 101 Gillespie Drive 615-771-5000 
Alara River Oaks 100 Champions Circle 615-794-9449 
Heritage Place 700 Westminster Drive 615-791-1689 
Sussex Downs 1125 Magnolia Circle 615-790-7663 
 
 
 
 

 
Buying A House 

Let’s be clear about one thing from the jump – buying a home is a big decision. It can be a 
financially savvy and enjoyable experience, but it must be handled with care.  
 
Overall, Nashville remains a great location to purchase a home. The Nashville market was 
somewhat insulated from the housing shock during the past few years. Property values have 
remained pretty stable (save some of the more speculative condo projects), especially single 
family, “entry level” homes.  Also, Nashville‘s cost of living is lower than some other 
southeastern cities, offering affordable homes in multiple areas across town.  



Beyond the financial aspects of homeownership, owning a house can be a fun experience. You 
can entertain, have a yard, and really escape from the bustle of school and work. However, 
owning instead of renting your home during law school demands greater responsibility and is a 
decision that should be made only after meaningful deliberation. 

Initial Thoughts 
 

Responsibility 
The first time something in your house breaks, you will really miss your old grumpy landlord. 
When you own your house, you own everything in your house and are responsible for fixing 
everything that goes awry. During law school, you will have a busy schedule with class, 
studying, interviews, bar reviews, etc., so be sure you’re ready to tackle the extra responsibility 
that comes along with owning your home. 
 

Flexibility 
One of the best features of renting is the flexibility it offers. Not only can you cater the term of a 
lease to meet your needs, but when the lease is up, your responsibility ends. Law school is a time 
where flexibility is highly valued. No one can predict where you’ll work during your summers, 
much less after you graduate. And the ability to pack up and move without worrying about 
selling a house is a huge stress relief. For those of you who hope or plan to stay in Nashville after 
school, owning may make more sense than renting, since the freedom to leave at the end of a 
lease may not be as valuable a feature of your living situation. 
 

Location 
The most important word in real estate. Nashville has some great neighborhoods for young 
adults, and enough neighborhood variety to suit whatever you’re looking for. Spend some time in 
the neighborhoods that interest you – meet the people, check out the local amenities, and decide 
whether it would be a good fit for you (and your roommate/partner/spouse/etc.). If you’re 

Websites 
www.realtor.com 
www.realtracs.com 
www.nashvillemls.com 
www.zillow.com
 

Realtors: 
Aaron Armstrong 
Armstrong Realty Group 
(615) 425-3610 (o) 
(615) 545-8676 (c) 
www.armstrongrealestategroup.com 
 
Sandra Greenwood 
Village Real Estate Service 
(615) 790-4881 (o) 
(615) 972-8099 (c) 
www.villagerealestate.com 
 
Paul Riviere 
Realty Trust Residential 
(615) 376-4500 (o) 
(615) 429-5491 (c) 
www.realtytrustresidential.com 
 



thinking about buying but not quite sure, consider renting your first year while you learn more 
about the different areas around town, then make a purchasing decision once you’re more 
familiar with the different neighborhoods in Nashville. 
 

Mortgage Loan 
I hate those words. But in reality, a home loan can be as or more cost effective than renting. The 
last two years have seen interest rates near historic lows, and home loans offer attractive tax 
benefits as well. However, remember that if you leave Nashville after law school, you can’t 
cancel a home loan like you can a lease. Also, don’t allow low interest rates to entice you into 
buying if you’re more comfortable renting. While low rates may make it more affordable to buy 
right now, selling that house later still carries financial risk that is avoided by renting. 
 

Use an Agent 
If you’re considering purchasing a house, your first step should be to find a real estate agent. 
Agents make the entire process easier, and buyer’s agents are (usually) paid by the seller. Plus, 
(good) agents know more about the Nashville real estate market than you can hope to learn 
during your search process. Agents can find properties based on the criteria and price range you 
provide, and can offer insights about pricing trends and social characteristics of neighborhoods. 
Agents can set up showings for you, which really helps when you have limited time to visit 
Nashville before the fall. When hiring an agent, try to get comfortable with their knowledge of 
the market, responsiveness to your desires in a home, and eagerness to help. And remember, the 
agent works for you, so don’t be afraid to be demanding of their time and attention. 
 

 
Where to Look 

One of Nashville’s best qualities is that it has something for everyone, and this holds true when it 
comes to buying a house. Different neighborhoods around town offer completely different 
characteristics and experiences; it’s easy to find somewhere that fits your personality. 12 South, 
Edgehill, East Nashville, and Sylvan Park are youthful, dynamic neighborhoods with some great 
restaurants and bars. For the most part, these areas have more young professionals and fewer 
families, and usually have more to offer in terms of social outlets and activities.  
 
Some more affordable, but (slightly) less convenient, areas include Brentwood, Bellevue, Crieve 
Hall, and West Meade. These areas will have more families and less night life, but offer a great 
escape from the craziness of law school life. Plus, while some of these areas are further from 
campus, many homes are conveniently located near major roads or interstates, which make 
commuting to and from school an easy task. 
 

 
Spread the Cost – Find Some Roommates 

Living with roommates is a great way to spread the cost of servicing a home loan. Also, 
roommates can increase the enjoyment of owning a home in law school. Given the multiple 
incoming students at both the law school and other graduate schools at Vanderbilt, finding 
a roommate is not too difficult of a task. 
 


