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          About Us

        The International Legal Studies Program (ILSP) provides a strong intellectual and practical foundation for students looking to practice law in a global environment. Students engage with cutting-edge international law topics in the classroom and then apply their knowledge with hands-on experience through the International Law Practice Lab, two State Department grants, independent studies, and annual externships. Our program equips students with the substantive understanding of complex issues, pragmatic skills, personalized mentorship, and professional experiences needed to launch a career that meshes with their individual needs and interests.


 
	



	



	



			
	
	
	
		
        
      
      
        
          
                                        
                Strong Foundations
              
                                        
                Gain Concrete Experience
              
                                        
                Choose Your Own Adventure
              
                      

        

      

      
    


                
        
                    ILSP provides Vanderbilt students with a strong foundation for post graduate success. Vanderbilt alumni have been employed in a wide range of international organizations, enjoy a very strong placement record in leading law firms, and have found success in federal Honors Programs and the Presidential Management Fellowship Program—the Federal Government’s flagship leadership development program.
Other graduates have accepted offers from top law firms in areas related to projects undertaken as part of the International Law Practice Lab. Most recently, a Vanderbilt alumni served as a member of Covington & Burling’s Ukraine v. Russian Federation litigation team. Others are serving overseas in the Department of State and have served as judicial clerks at the District and Circuit levels before making a transition into the international law field.
Many students use their international law foundation as a springboard for successful careers in international arbitration practice, environmental law, corporate practice, sanctions work, litigation, and more. 

        

              

                
        
                    Students in Vanderbilt's unique International Law Practice Lab immerse themselves in substantial legal work for clients that include the United Nations; Departments of State and Justice; Homeland Security; and national governments. Practice Lab students also work on domestic human rights litigation around the world. 

        

                  
    Learn More


              

                
        
                    The International Legal Studies program gives students room to design their own education in international law. Vanderbilt will help you tailor your professional horizons to align with your experiences, goals, and intellectual interests. Download the Program's “Choose Your Own Adventure” guide.

        

                  
    Download Guide


              

      

	



	



	

		

	




	
						
		

			
	
	
	
		

    
        Upcoming Events

        			
                                
                    
                        Tuesday, March 19 2024

                        
							12:30 PM CST  Flynn Auditorium						

                    

                    
						
                            “The Alchemy of the Right to Life During Armed Conflict” by Dr. Gus Waschefort 

                                                            
Dr. Gus Waschefort discusses his most recent article published in EJIL: The Alchemy of the Right to Life during the Conduct of Hostilities: A Normative Approach to Operationalizing the ‘Supreme Right’. Hosted by the International Law Society.


                            						

						                        
							Learn More
						

						                    

                

            
	
                                
                    
                        Tuesday, March 19 2024

                        
							4:00 PM CST  Covington RM 220						

                    

                    
						
                            Seizing Central Bank Assets: A Short History from the Paris Commune to the G7

                                                            
Nicholas Mulder, an Assistant Professor and Milstein Faculty Fellow at Cornell University, will be speaking on the history of the seizure of bank assets. 


                            						

						                    

                

            
	
                                
                    
                        Friday, April 12 2024

                        
							12:30 PM CST  Covington RM 220						

                    

                    
						
                            Litigating in the International Court of Justice – A Conversation Between Professor Newton and Paul Reichler

                                                            
Paul Reichler is one of the most experience litigators in the world adjudicating cases in the Hague Peace Palace before the International Court of Justice. Now housed in Chambers at 11 King’s Bench Walk Temple London, he recently argued before the Court in the South Africa v. Israel case and is involved in a series of other high profile cases. Hosted by the International Law Society.


                            						

						                    

                

            


				    



	



	



	

		

	




	
						
		

			
	
	
	
		

    
            
        
                
                
                      Helen Strong Curry Scholar

                    Harnelle St. Cloud '23

                      “When I looked at law schools, I found that Vanderbilt has one of the top international law faculties in the country, and the professors here are highly respected in their fields. The faculty at Vanderbilt is nothing short of exceptional. Professors here are committed to your professional development and invested in your success."


                                              
                Read her Student Story
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            Have Questions?

            Connect with the International Legal Studies Program coordinator.


          

          
            Contact Us
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	Address and Contact Info: 131 21st Ave. South

	Nashville, TN 37203-1181
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